OUTCOME STATEMENT

Ad-hoc meeting of the Infrastructure Consortium for Africa, Tunis, 11 April 2006

Representatives from the G8, World Bank, European Commission, European Investment Bank, Development Bank of Southern Africa, African Development Bank and NEPAD Secretariat attended an ad-hoc meeting of the Infrastructure Consortium for Africa in Tunis on April 11. The meeting was hosted by the African Development Bank.

They reviewed progress on Consortium commitments, and agreed on the following actions, to be taken in advance of the next full meeting in June:

· To speed up the implementation of key regional projects, members will provide details on their level of current and planned activities. A matrix, compiled by the Secretariat, will provide a total picture of activities and be used to assess the maturity of projects, focusing actions needed by donors and governments;

· To improve co-ordination and collaboration between project preparation facilities, the Secretariat will prepare a ‘user-guide’ of existing and planned facilities;

· Recognising the role of Regional Economic Communities (RECs) as building blocks of NEPAD, the Secretariat will invite representatives to the next full meeting in June;

· To help improve the flow of bankable projects, the Secretariat will prepare a paper exploring options for the future of project preparation facilities in Africa;

· To ensure that key strategic issues are being tackled by the Consortium, and at the right political levels, the agenda of the Consortium will be widened. The Secretariat will consult with members in advance of the next meeting in June.

· Recognising the increasingly key role played by China and India on the Continent, no objections were raised to inviting representatives from their governments, to the next full meeting of the Consortium. Other development partners, such as the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Arab Bank for Economic Development of Africa (BADEA), Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (FADES), OPEC Fund, and Kuwaiti Fund, should also be invited.
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