
CONCEPT NOTE 
 

‘FINANCING TRANSPORT FOR GROWTH IN AFRICA’ 
 
 
 
Background  
 
Effective transport networks are a key component of the investment climate, enabling 
people and goods access to markets and reducing the costs of doing business. Intra-
African trade stands at less than 10 % of all African GDP and Africa’s share in the world 
trade is only 2%. Transport networks also connect communities and allow access to 
essential social services.  
 
Despite the increase in private sector investment in Africa1, investments have been 
dominated by ICT, and more particularly mobile telephone services. They are gradually 
growing in the energy sector, especially power and gas, and within the transport sector 
to ports, railways and air operations. Interest has spread in the concessioning of an 
already existing enterprise, for a defined period (20-30 years is normal), Faced with 
often low profit margins over long time periods, private sector participation in the African 
transport sector remains limited. 
 
During the recent Infrastructure Consortium for Africa (ICA) meeting in Berlin, Germany 
from 17 to 18 January 2007, the ICA secretariat was requested to organise a technical 
meeting covering all transport modes, with the aim of helping to increase private sector 
participation. 
 
The meeting with the theme “Financing Transport for Growth in Africa” will be held on 3 
to 4 December in Tunis. 
 
During this meeting, a selection of transport projects (from either road, rail, port or 
airline) which need immediate or future financing, and which lend themselves to 
partnerships between the public and private sectors (PPP) or pure private sector 
funding, will be presented. The projects will be either close to bidding out or at an early 
stage of preparation where sponsors can seek the views of participants on next steps 
and possible financing solutions. The meeting will also flag key issues to the sector.  
 

                                            
1
 In 2006 the World Bank’s private sector database estimates the figure to be in the region of 
$10bn for the whole of Africa. 



Meeting objectives 
 
-    To sensitise investment banks, transaction advisors, contractors and   
donors, to transport infrastructure projects (road, rail, air and maritime) requiring 
financing in Africa;  

 
-   To flag and share knowledge on key issues and foster dialogue among   
     project sponsors, donors and the private sector.  
 
Expected Outcomes 
 
- Concrete next steps agreed to move projects to bidding out 
- Improved information flow among stakeholders 
- New dialogues among key stakeholders 
- ICA members agree on their involvement in helping projects to bidding out 
 
Participation 
 
The meeting will involve about one hundred and fifty stakeholders. The audience will 
include high-level representatives from financiers, transaction advisors, contractors, and 
concessionaires, along with Government, the AU, NEPAD and Regional Economic 
Communities African institutions. 
 
Venue and Date 
 
The meeting will take place on 3 to 4th December 2007 at the Sheraton Hotel in Tunis. 
 
Administration 
 
Participants will be expected to make arrangements for their own transport and 
accommodation.  
 
The meeting 
 
Both English and French are the working languages, with simultaneous interpretation. 
 


